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Of course, writing great copy, delivering on time, and staying within budget 

are important qualities to look for when hiring a freelance writer, but there 

are other traits worth considering.  

I started freelancing when I decided that full-time work in the corporate world 

wasn’t for me. That was over twenty years ago. Don’t get me wrong — I loved the work, but as a 

creative person, I needed a schedule with more flexibility. That’s when I decided to step outside 

the box and become a freelance writer. At the time, I assumed that the only skills I needed were 

an ability to write anything and everything my clients required — from articles and brochures to 

training manuals and corporate training videos. 

Competition was fierce, and I quickly discovered that I had to set myself apart from other 

freelance writers — especially those who had been in the business for a long time. This meant I 

had to look into my skill set and see what unique traits I had that would make me stand out. In 

other words, I had to offer more than my ability to write clear, concise copy, an impressive list of 

clients, and an elegant portfolio. If I was going to have a steady flow of freelance work, I needed 

my Excalibur. 

It was then that I sought the advice of a business coach who asked me to state the three traits that 

made me unique. It took some conversation to uncover these qualities, but passion, desire, and 

integrity have kept me working over the years when others have been less fortunate. 

If you are in the market for a freelance writer to help you grow your business through 

strengthening your online presence, then look for someone who has the following skills. 

1. A passion for work and for life. 

People who are passionate about what they do will bring their enthusiasm to the table, be fun to 

work with, and energize your staff. People who have passion tend to be sincere in their efforts 

and bring out the best in others. These are people who you will want to work with again and 

again. 

2. A desire to do their best. 

Writers with a strong desire to do their best will work relentlessly to exceed your expectations. 

They’ll go the extra mile just to prove their value and worth. They are only happy when you, the 

client, are happy. They are interested in creating a win-win relationship and look forward to 

receiving additional assignments from you. 

3. Personal integrity. 



People with integrity are honest. They’ll tell you the truth about whether they can adhere to your 

schedule and meet your deadline.  They will be forthright about expressing concerns about the 

project should there be any, show up when they are supposed to, and be truthful about their skills 

and what they bring to the project. 

The next time you’re in the market for a freelance writer, consider hiring someone who brings 

passion, desire, and integrity into the mix. 
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